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SENATE BILL NO. 2435 Proposed HD1
RELATING TO AGRICULTURE

Chairperson Wooley and Members of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill 2435 Proposed HD1. This
bill would establish labeling requirements within the Department of Health(DOH) for
specified foods that are produced with any amount of genetic engineering. The Hawaii
Department of Agriculture (HDOA) provides comments, but defers to the DOH as to the
implementation of this legislation.

The United States Food and Drug Administration rigorously tests all foods that
are grown for human consumption and have not found any difference between the
safety of genetically engineered foods and other foods. The HDOA works closely with
its federal partners and relies on their science-based conclusions to guide policy
decisions.

The HDOA would like to point to the voluntary labeling of products as not
containing genetically engineered material that have already begun to appear on store
shelves. Mandatory labeling of a product containing a genetically engineered material
would be better administered at the federal level to help to create a unified approach to
this issue.

Thank you, again, for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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Department’s Position: The department respectfully opposes this bill.
Fiscal Implications: Passage of this measure will require substantial resources. The department would
need to hire numerous experts in the field of biotechnology and genetics as well as multi-million dollar
analytical equipment currently not available at DOH. Additional enforcement staff will also be required.
Purpose and Justification: The department does not object in principle to a labeling policy to enhance
public awareness of the absence or presence of genetically engineered food or food ingredients in
Hawaii markets. However, the department is not in a position to enforce such legislation because
practical and legally defensible analytical methods to detect any and all genetic modifications do not
exist. Testing for common markers could easily be evaded. Furthermore, we do not conduct genetic
engineering work; and therefore, do not possess the requisite scientific expertise, capacity, equipment
and experience to test and determine whether a suspected food or food product has been genetically
engineered at a confidence that could withstand legal challenges.

Currently, there is no conclusive scientific evidence of negative health effects associated with the

consumption of genetically engineered food or food products as determined by the U.S. Food and Drug
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Administration. As such we do not believe such labeling is a health issue and thus do not support any
such program being assigned to the department to administer.

The department would like to focus its limited resources in areas such as controlling the
incidence of food borne illness risk factors by inspecting food establishments at the appropriate
frequency. Timely inspections have proven to produce consistent compliance with food safety
regulations and reduce the rates of food borne illness outbreaks.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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Dear Chair Wooley and Committee Members:

Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony in strong support of the
proposed SB 2435, SD2, HD1, relating to the labeling of genetically engineered
foods. My testimony is submitted in my individual capacity as the Economic
Development (Sustainability / Agriculture / Food / Energy) & Intergovernmental
Relations Committee Chair and a Councilmember of the Kaua‘i County Council.

This measure and the issue of labeling is not a statement as to the health
implications of Genetically Modified Organism (GMO) products, but is rather
simply a matter of the consumer’s right to choose whether or not they would like to
purchase and consume these products themselves.

Recent polls indicate that over 70% of citizens statewide are concerned about
GMO’s and support labeling laws.

Arguments of expense, legality and difficulties with implementation can all
be dealt with appropriately via amendments if the legislature has the political will
to pass this measure forward with consumer friendly legislation in mind.

Thank you in advance for your positive consideration in passing this

important measure. /
Smcerel?
GARY L OSE

Councilmember, Kaua‘i County Council

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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